
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 As we begin a new year together, I share one of my favorite little stories with you.  

It’s a simple little story that goes like this: 

One day a father went to visit his son's school.  It was a “bring your dad to school day.” 

Sadly, the world being so busy as it is, very few fathers were able to be present.  The 

teacher went around the room asking each child what his or her father did for a living.  

One little boy said, “Well, my daddy is a lawyer.”   And then proudly added, “He can’t be 

here because he has a big case.”  The next child said, “My father’s a doctor, and he can’t 

leave the hospital because he’s needed there.”  And so it went, until it came to a boy whose 

father had a job that he didn’t think was anything to talk about.  The little boy stood up 

sheepishly, not knowing what to say. Finally, he blurted out, “My daddy is . . . MY 

DADDY IS HERE!”  And I’m guessing all the other kids were jealous . . . 

 It is good to seek to do big and meaningful things. It is good to pursue the next 

achievement or success, and yet… Along the way, though, there is little that matters more 

than simply being present.  Yes, present with each other and even more, present to self – 

living a life that enjoys/appreciates the blessing/gift of the now.  If we miss today, we 

miss it all. 

 In the Gospel of John, we find Jesus saying, “I came that they (or you) may have life, 

and have it abundantly.”  That sums up a lot of what the Bible is about.  The Bible, Jesus, 

God . . . they’re all worried about how we live our day to day lives.  Why?  Because life 

itself is an outrageous gift.  Too many people (at least I know I’m often guilty) squander 

so much of it.    

 Seriously, do you ever come to the end of the year and wonder what just happened 

to the last twelve months?  Does it ever feel like the days simply blur by?  That’s what 

God doesn’t want.  No.  What God wants us to do is take hold of the gift of life and live it 

to its fullest, or “abundantly.”    That’s why our church is taking on Project Live Well for 

the year 2019.  Could there be a better way to start a new year, than to commit to using 

the immeasurable gift of life God gave us and living it well?  You will be hearing a lot in 

the coming weeks and months about ways to embrace life through your faith community 

and live it well . . . or to get the traction and meaning out of each day that your life 

deserves.   I hope you will join us on this journey of abundant life.   

As always, 

Peter 
January 2019 

Volume 14, Issue 1 
United Church of Christ 
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Long Winter Nights – By the time you read this, the longest night of the year will 

have passed us by.  The winter solstice in late December brings us the shortest 

day of the year and the longest night.  We’re now on the way, minute by minute, 

to more hours of sunlight during the day; but even in early January, the days still 

seem short and the nights long.  Yet those rare days on which we experience the 

sun here in northeast Ohio are delightful.  To be sure, they are often quite 

cold.  Yet, the bright, blue sky and the slight warmth to be felt from the sun rays 

are welcome contrasts to the dark, cold nights that still fill more hours of our days 

than not at this point.  

            The interplay of the metaphor between day and night, light and darkness, has been with us for 

millennia.  The Gospel of John uses this metaphor extensively throughout its telling of the story of 

Jesus; he is the light of the world.  Literature and poetry have taken up the day-night, light-dark met-

aphor throughout the centuries.  Often, in the use of this metaphor, day or light takes on the value of 

goodness while night or darkness becomes associated with the bad.   

            But all metaphors have their limits, and sometimes they may impede our ability to see life with 

nuance.            

            This year, I’m finding myself less drawn to malign the long, dark nights and curse them for 

what in the past I may have considered dreary.  Instead, I find myself wanting to stay up late in the 

evenings, in the quiet of the nighttime, in its stillness.  Other days, I find the idea of hibernation an 

intriguing one and wonder why we humans don’t have the instinct built into us the way black bears 

do.  When I look at the (mostly) leafless trees and bare gardens, I wonder what is going on beneath 

the ground, in the dark, dank soil, in the roots and bulbs buried deep below.  I wonder what spark of 

life lies dormant there, just below the surface, in the dark. 

            In early November, I attended a conference and retreat in Philadelphia.  During one of our ses-

sions, we talked about the hidden fears or shadows that affect our leadership work.  We then talked 

about how those fears or shadows can also come with gifts, which seems counterintuitive for the most 

part.  We tend to have negative associations with fears and shadows.  But, sometimes, when we look 

more closely and honestly at them, perhaps they yield some insight or wisdom that allows us to grow 

or change.  For example, if one fears failure, the gift of that fear, when embraced, could be an ac-

ceptance of the fact that all things end or die; and when one can see and understand that, then one 

will likely also see the new life and possibilities that can follow.   

            Night and darkness—literally and metaphorically—also can yield gifts.  Of course, we know 

that the cold and dark of winter makes possible the new growth of springtime.  Perhaps these long, 

dark nights of winter might also yield a gift—an invitation to yield to an internal hibernation inside 

oneself that can lead to growth.  Perhaps it’s not just a time to hunker down and bear through the sea-

son, but rather a time to sit in the quiet and stillness of nighttime, to let whatever is within us that 

needs rest or renewal to do just that—to rest, to gather strength for a time to grow when the sun starts 

to shine more in our lives, when the daytime last longer and longer. 

            Our technology and modern lifestyles certainly make it possible to have life and light going on 

around us twenty-four hours a day.  But we also have the choice to turn off the TV, to silence the 

phone, to dim the lights in our homes.  We have a choice to embrace the nighttime and darkness—

literally and metaphorically—to wait for the gift they might yield, to see what might be hidden within 

ourselves, drawing nutrients from the dense soil of our lives, waiting for the dawn of day, the arrival 

of spring.   

            In the meantime, winter blessings to you. 

Peace,  Jeanette 
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Lent is Coming!  

I know, I know, Advent just ended and now we are talking about Lent!   

 

We are excited to announce we are planning to utilize a similar model to last 

year’s Micah Project Small Groups for Lent 2019. But there will be several chang-

es, thanks to your input and feedback.  

 

1. I will be writing the small group curriculum, allowing us to cater specifi-

cally to our congregation. 

2. The Lent study will be part of a greater church initiative, Project Live Well – so the themes dur-

ing Lent will be carried out throughout the whole year – instead of just being contained to the 

Lenten study. The study will be used to propel us forward – not just drop off. 

3. We will be offering many ways to participate- including virtual opportunities. 

  

I would like to ask you if you would consider joining with us as a Small Group Leader for Lent 

2019? 

  

Here’s what you can expect:  

  

• You will be able to submit your meeting day/time and location request. 

• Childcare and all materials will be provided as needed. 

• Small groups will begin the week of Sunday, March 10 and run through the week of April 14 – 

with no groups meeting the week of March 24 due to Spring Break. 

  

Thank you for your willingness to consider this opportunity and I look hope to hear from you. Please 

email me (shockstra@hudsonucc.org) directly if you are interested in serving as a Small Group Leader 

for Lent this year!    

 

Blessings, Steve 

CUPS: Christian Unity Prayer Service ~ January 24, 2019 
The annual Christian Unity Prayer Service and Luncheon is scheduled for Thursday, January 24, 2019 

at Saint Mary Catholic Church in Hudson. The day begins at 10:00 am with the ecumenical prayer ser-

vice which will focus on the theme, “Justice, Only Justice, You Shall Pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:20). Af-

ter the service, a luncheon catered by Hudson’s Restaurant, is provided for ticket holders. Ticket price 

is $15.00 per person and will be available in the church office and during coffee hour on January 13 

and 20. Make your check payable to FCCH with CUPS in the memo line. RSVP by January 20. The 

prayer service is free and open to all; it does not require a ticket to attend. 

mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
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Adult Faith Formation opportunities in 2019 will be guided by the following PROJECT Live Well concepts: 

 1. Serve with Love; 2. Connect in Faith; and 3. Share Our Story. 

The JourneyMen Sunrise Breakfast: All men are invited to fellowship at a Sunrise Breakfast meeting, 

6:30 am on Friday, January 4 at Yours Truly restaurant. We also revel in spontaneous “Thirsty Thursdays” 

and service work, so come on in! Contact Trip Kern: Trip.Kern@gmail.com. 

Pathfinders: Join us Sunday, January 6, 9:00-10:15 am or any week in the third floor Chapel, as we contin-

ue discussion of Dr. Andrew Newberg’s video series, The Spiritual Brain: Science and Religious Experience. 

Contact Marie Libby: mclibby64@aol.com. 

Congregational Conversations: This weekly Bible study led by Rev. Steve Hockstra meets on Tues-

days, January 8 - 29, 1:30 – 2:30 pm, at Laurel Lake Mixing Place #1. Contact Steve Hockstra                  

shockstra@hudsonucc.org. 

ROMEOS, “Retired Older Men Eating Out”: will meet 12:30 pm, Tuesday, January 8 and 22 at La-

ger and Vine for lunch and fellowship. Contact Henry Vigor: hkvigor@windtream.net. 

Women’s Short Term Bible Study: Begins January 9 for all who have previously registered. Ques-

tions? Contact Tracy Zappone: pzappone@yahoo.com. 

Clergy-Led Bible Study: “Jesus Changed the World!” Join us Thursdays, January 10 - February 28, for 

an eight-week study of the first book of the New Testament, Matthew, which covers the life, death, resur-

rection, and ministry of the person who changed the world! Please sign-up for this study by emailing the 

church office at churchoffice@hudsonucc.org.  

Morning: 10:00 – 11:30 am 

Evening: 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Childcare is available for the evening sessions upon request. Questions? Contact Steve Hockstra:         

shockstra@hudsonucc.org. 

SoulCollage® EXPERIENCE: Prayerfulness and Self-Discovery…. 

Do you aspire to connect more closely to that which is holy within? 

Would you enjoy exploring your spirituality through the use of imagery, imagination and intuition? 

Are you open to experiencing your “self” and spirit in a playful way? 

Kelly Berger will introduce us to the quiet, reflective, and illuminating process of SoulCollage® where par-

ticipants prayerfully create unique, personal and meaningful collaged cards. No artistic ability is required! 

Two options: 

Saturday, January 26, 9:30 - 11:30 am 

Sunday, January 27, 12:45 - 2:45 pm (after 11:59 worship) 

Light refreshments will be provided. Child care is available upon request. No fee. Please register via the 

church office or Connection Card. Questions? Kelly Berger: KACBerger@aol.com. 

Interfaith Group: Watch! This group will resume meeting this month to further its mission to study oth-

er world religions and connect with those of other faiths. Contact Van Carter: interfaithucc@gmail.com. 

The Bridge Club: Mothers of teens and young adults meet monthly for friendship and support as they 

transition to a new phase of life. We are planning another terrific Winter Retreat!! Contact Katie Morgan: 

KMorgan@hudsonucc.org. 

Adult Faith Formation 

mailto:Trip.Kern@gmail.com
mailto:mclibby64@aol.com
mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
mailto:hkvigor@windtream.net
mailto:pzappone@yahoo.com
mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
mailto:KACBerger@aol.com
mailto:interfaithucc@gmail.com
mailto:KMorgan@hudsonucc.org
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ALL YOUTH 

Breakfast Club/The Nine - Every Sunday 
Join us in the Youth Room during the 10:30 or 9:00 service for donuts and discussions. 

 

Gennesaret - January 5, 9:00 am-1:30 pm, meet at church 
Contact Jeff Wells for details: jeffreylwells@gmail.com or 330-958-4528 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENTS 

Confirmation – January 6, 10:30 am-1:00 pm, Sanctuary/Activity Room 
Please attend 10:30 worship with your mentor then meet for lunch/lesson in the Activity Room. 

Synagogue Visit – January 25, 5:30 pm, meet at church 
Confirmands and mentors are invited to attend an interfaith Shabbat service at Temple Israel. 

 

D&D – January  9, 16, 23, and 30, 3:00-5:00 pm, Youth Room 
Join us every Wednesday that middle school is in session for snacks, games, and discussions. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS 

ASP Meeting - January 6, 6:00-7:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
All students attending ASP should attend this fun, informative kick-off event! 

 

Project Pillowcase - January 13, 6:00-7:30 pm, Youth Room 
For kids in the hospital a bright, cheery pillowcase can help them add a little personality to their space and let them know 

someone is thinking about them. You’ll leave with a pillowcase for yourself and one to donate. No special skills are needed 

– this will be easy and fun! 

 

Hudson v. Twinsburg Swim Meet - January 19, 3:00 pm, Ada Cooper Miller Natatorium 
This is a SATURDAY! Let’s cheer on our favorite swimmers and divers from both schools. Join us afterwards for pizza in 

the Youth Room. NO Sunday meeting this week, in honor of MLK, Jr. 

 

“New Beginnings,” - January 27, 6:00 - 7:30 pm, Youth Room 
Join us for a night of fun snacks, games, as we talk about everyone’s favorite January topic: 

New Beginnings. What does this year have in store for you?  

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Ministries 

SALT 
Serve and Learn Together 

 

It’s for High Schoolers! ~~~ It’s new! ~~~ It’s coming in February! 

Get ready for more of what you love about our church  

and plenty of new opportunities to connect, serve, and grow 

mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
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Filling Buckets for the children at Akron 

Children's Hospital! 

Dear First Congregational Church Families, 

We have chosen to participate in the WKDD “Have A Heart, Do Your Part” Fundraiser as Change Ban-

dits for the Akron Children’s Hospital. 

They have given us a goal of raising $250.00.  Each year the Children’s Center families and staff have 

participated in this amazing fundraiser and we have decided to join the fun!  In fact, the Children’s Cen-

ter families and staff have generously contributed over $4948.69 to date!  All these monies raised go di-

rectly to the Akron Children’s Hospital.  They use these funds to purchase equipment, fund research and 

provide patient care programs for the little ones at Akron Children’s.  

There will be change buckets in your child’s Sunday school room starting on January 6 for you and your 

child to deposit change.  You may contribute more than once…anytime you have loose change (and your 

child will receive a sticker each time)!  Checks made out to AKRON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL are ac-

cepted.  An On-line donation site will begin soon.  Information to follow. 

We encourage you to talk with your child about this mission and have them “earn” change at home, so 

they may contribute themselves.  What could be better than one child helping another! 

We thank you in advance for your generosity, 

  

The Children’s Ministries Team 

Children’s Ministries 
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The 

Children’s Center 
When you are just beginning your journey … you can grow with us. 

Registration is now open for our Preschool and Childcare Center! Imagine your child or grandchild or neigh-
bor making the first steps of their educational journey right here in our church home! Please email Dee Buchan-

an (DBuchanan@hudsonucc.org) or call the Children’s Center at (330) 342-3977 for more information. 
 

A loving and nurturing Christian preschool that encourages growing independence 
through play-based, hands-on experiences with developmentally appropriate programs. 

TWO YEAR OLDS 
Time for Tots: Children ready for their first preschool 
experience and their first time away from home. One 
day/week for 2.5 hours (with second day option) 2:8 
teacher/student ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $50 
  Tuition: $104/month 
 
Little Discoverers: Home away from home for our 
youngest learners. Available up to 5 days a week from 
7:00 am - 6:00 pm. Half day and full day options. 2:10 
teacher/student ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $75 
  Tuition: 5 full days/week: $54/day 
  2-4 full days/week: $56/day 
  ½ day (5hr max): $46/day 

FOUR YEAR OLDS 
Explorers: A kindergarten readiness preschool experi-
ence of 3 hours/3 days a week (M/W/F). We offer an 
extended day option with our Lunch & Learn program 
(includes an introduction to foreign language); children 
bring packed lunch. STEM and The Arts Enrichment 
classes offered. Parent volunteer opportunities and 
family programs. Parent drop-off and pick-up lines.  
9:00 am -12:00 pm. 2:14 ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $75 
  Tuition: $230/month 
  Lunch & Learn $11/day and Enrichment Classes $16/day 

Adventurers: A pre-kindergarten class for children on 
a “typical” track to kindergarten. Our program introduc-
es kindergarten standards with special focus on social/
emotional readiness. We work on developing curiosity 
in our young learners. Four years old by 9/30/19. Avail-
able up to 5 days a week from 7:00 am—6:00 pm. Half 
& full day options. 2:14 ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $75 
  Tuition: 5 full days/week: $52/day 
 2-4 full days/week: $54/day 
 ½ day (5hr max): $44/day 

Trailblazers: For our older four year olds (must be five 
by 12/1/19). Accelerated kindergarten readiness pro-
gram. Open-ended questioning techniques encourage 
deeper thought processes. Introduction to technology. 
Kindergarten-styled classroom. Available up to 5 days a 
week from 7:00 am - 6:00 pm. Half and full day options. 
2:16 ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $75 
  Tuition: 5 full days/week: $52/day 
 2-4 full days/week: $54/day 
 ½ day (5hr max): $44/day 

THREE YEAR OLDS 
Little Explorers: A traditional preschool time frame of 3 
hours/2 days a week (T/TH). We offer parent volunteer 
opportunities and family programs. Parent drop-off and 
pick-up lines. 2:14 teacher/student ratio. We offer an 
extended day option with our Lunch and Learn program 
(includes an introduction to foreign language); children 
bring packed lunch. STEM and The Arts Enrichment 
classes offered. 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. 
  Registration Fee: $75 
  Tuition: $168/month 
  Lunch & Learn $11/day and Enrichment Classes $16/day 

Discoverers: A transitional class for our oldest two year 
olds and youngest three year olds. Children do not need 
to be potty-trained. Available up to 5 days a week from 
7:00 am - 6:00 pm. Half and full day options. 2:12 
teacher/student ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $75 
  Tuition: 5 full days/week: $54/day 
 2-4 full days/week: $56/day 
 ½ day (5hr max): $46/day 

Pathfinders: For our older three year olds. An age ap-
propriate introduction to academics. Children are al-
ready potty trained. Available up to 5 days a week from 
7:00 am - 6:00 pm. Half day and full day options. 2:14 
teacher/student ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $75 
  Tuition: 5 full days/week: $52/day 
 2-4 full days/week: $54/day 
 ½ day (5hr max):  $44 

FIVE YEAR OLDS 
Trailblazers: For our young 5 year olds. Accelerated 
kindergarten readiness program. Open-ended ques-
tioning techniques encourage deeper thought process-
es. Introduction to technology. Kindergarten-styled 
classroom. Available up to 5 days a week from 7:00 
am - 6:00 pm. Half day and full day options. 2:16 
teacher/student ratio.  
   Registration Fee:  $75 
   Tuition: 5 full days/week: $52/day 
     2-4 full days/week: $54/day 
     ½ day (5 hr max): $44/day 

mailto:DBuchanan@hudsonucc.org
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“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;  

behold, all things are become new.”  ~2 Corinthians 5 

 

Happy 2019! The New Year is the occasion of greeting the newness and is also the time 

to learn from the past to make the future a lot better. To be in shape and to be in per-

fect health in the coming year is the dream of everyone. 

To get into a fitness routine, which is regular exercising and planned dieting, further 

aids one to shed those extra pounds and to greet the New Year with the glow of health 

and spirit. 

Fitness is just not the plan one ventures on but is the harmonious blend of knowing and getting into a fit-

ness routine along with a diet to lose weight and to feel healthy and young. So let us usher out the decayed 

year with all its worries and welcome the New Year with a healthy body by getting into a fitness routine.  

Whoa, hold on, that sounds like every other year! THIS year let’s ask for a little help! Yes, you can, and we 

should not be afraid to ask. First, there is your physician. He can actually write you a prescription for exer-

cise. He should assess your current level of activity, do a pre-exercise safety screening and know your 

functional limitations and impairments. This will help create an individualized exercise “prescription” 

based on your needs and goals. Track progress with pedometers, mobile devices and regular check-ups. 

Increase exercise prescription as tolerated by altering routine (change frequency, intensity or duration) 

and/or adding new activities. Validation by your doctor is important - praising your efforts, addressing 

new obstacles or concerns (go ahead, brag a little or voice your frustrations). Feel Empowered to take own-

ership of your prescription. Modify your plan and strengthen your commitment on your follow-up. These 

steps spell ACTIVE. We all need to stay as active as possible. 

Secondly, most of us admit we have character traits or habits we would like to change. Some of us even try 

to modify our behavior. But just changing outward behavior is like rolling back the odometer on a car. 

You reduce the numbers from 200,000 to 20,000 but you still have a car with 200,000 miles on it. However, 

there is hope for the person who sincerely desires to change. The power to change like that means ad-

mitting we can’t do it on our own. Remember, lasting change comes from within. We need the help of the 

Lord. The Bible says if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old is gone and new has come. When we 

give our lives to Jesus Christ, he transforms us - from the inside out. Instead of just rolling back the odom-

eter and being the same person inside, the Lord gives us a spiritual heart transplant. Now that is a change 

for the better. And a change that lasts. 

 

In His Name, Kathy 

 

 

 

Health Ministries 

FYI, Feeling Young Inside luncheon and program on Monday, 

January 14 at 12 noon will feature speakers who will share ideas 

on how to pass on your legacy through letters. Maplewood and 

Hospice will sponsor the program with many fun and inspiring 

ideas for you and your loved one’s future! 
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“I came that they might have life, and have it more abundantly.” John 10:10 

 

 You will be hearing a lot about this verse over the next year, and because it is thick with meaning, it 

will be examined from many different perspectives. Stephen Covey says that “you don’t see the world as 

it is, you see the world as you are.”  

I see the world through the lens of an artist. Artists are incurably creative. They are always looking 

for ways to live and express that abundant life through their work. Artists are unafraid of taking risks, 

preferring that to a boring, unimaginative existence. They are not afraid of failing, since failure often leads 

to more creative solutions. 

Artistic activity has a place in the life of every person. Social scientists have long posited that it is 

artistic endeavor that makes us most fully human. People with no creative outlet, with no opportunity to 

explore their artistic side, become dull and lifeless. God is the original creator, and since we were made in 

the image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:27), we were created to be creative too. 

What does abundant life look like to you? Is it being careful? Is it being timid? For musicians, it is 

the opposite. We put our work, and indeed, our very selves out in front of an audience (congregation) on 

a regular basis. Every time we do, we are evaluated (some would say ‘judged’) on the content of our mes-

sage, on its effectiveness, on its relevance. As you might imagine, this takes a certain amount of courage, 

and a secure ego, to endure the slings and arrows of an often fickle audience. 

But there is no abundant life without risk. Think of the analogy of a ship. If a ship stays in the har-

bor, it is safe. It will not sink. It will also never fulfill its destiny, since a ship is built to sail the Seven Seas 

and explore new worlds.  

Over the next year, the Music Ministry will continue to offer many opportunities to live a more 

abundant, creative, artistic life. From pop-up choirs to jazz instrumental groups, we want to provide eve-

ryone in our church a place to experiment, to grow and to change. We want to help bring about that abun-

dant life that Jesus talked about in the Scriptures. Please tell us how we can assist you in becoming a more 

authentic version of yourself. 

 

See you in church!  Tom 

Music Ministries 

 



10 

 

 
 First Congregational Church is proud to offer fairly traded products from  

EQUAL EXCHANGE to support Family Promise. Show your support for your community 

and small farmers with a purchase of fairly traded products from equal exchange. Fair trade 

enables farmers to stay on their land, receive a fair price, send their children to school, and 

care for the environment. Equal Exchange is a worker-owned 100% Fair Trade organization 

that collaborates with democratically run small farmer cooperatives all over the world to cre-

ate a more just model of trade. You can purchase these products from Patti Hester at       

pattijoan@gmail.com or (330) 289-7115.   
 

Missions and Outreach 

Thinking about your new year's resolution? Just an hour of your time each week makes a big impact on 

the life of another...as well as your own.  

Please consider volunteering at one of these places: 

 Findley Community Learning Center, contact Jane Penny at janempenny@gmail.com 

 SWAG, contact Bruce Hahn at Bruce.Hahn@Goodyear.com  

 Trinity Clothing Room, contact Sandy Miller at sandyxd91@gmail.com 

 Family Promise, contact Beth Sosinski at bethsosinski@gmail.com 

 Gennesaret, contact Jeff Wells at jeffreylwells@gmail.com 

 OPEN M Lunch, contact Nancy Martinez at martclan@outlook.com 

 Mobile Meals, contact Henry Vigor at hkvigor@windstream.net  

For information about volunteer opportunities at these programs, please stop by the Outreach Infor-

mation Center located in the church's main hallway. 

 

 

Thank you all who donated to sponsor families and the volunteers who came out on a wintry day to 

help with the Findley Harvest Dinner. Our families and the staff LOVE this event and it only 

happens because of your generosity of giving. May you feel blessed to have been part of making this 

wonderful evening happen.  

With joy, Jane Penny, Findley CLC Volunteer Coordinator 

PS: Contact me at janempenny@gmail.com to be on the Team Findley email list and get notified of op-

portunities and needs of our adopted school! 

mailto:pattijoan@gmail.com
mailto:janempenny@gmail.com
mailto:Bruce.Hahn@Goodyear.com
mailto:sandyxd91@gmail.com
mailto:bethsosinski@gmail.com
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:martclan@outlook.com
mailto:hkvigor@windstream.net
mailto:janempenny@gmail.com


11 

 

WORSHIP SCHEULE 

9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am Worship 
Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 

Services at our website and Facebook Live 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 

Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 

www.hudsonucc.org 

 

 

 

BAPTISM ~ Congratulations to: 

 Jeff and Adrienne Hester on the baptism of their son, Lewis Alexander on December 16. 

DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 Nick and Emily Lopick on the death of Nick’s grandmother, Mary Jane Lopick on                     

     November 15. 

 Bryan and Julia Carr on the death of Bryan’s mother, Merry Carr on November 26. 

 Wilda Peterson on the death of her husband, Paul Peterson on December 7. 

 Scott and Emily Sutton on the death of Scott’s father, James Sutton on December 10. 

 Howard Hendershott and Louise and Kevin Knox on the death of wife and mother, Virginia 

     Hendershott on December 14. 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE: 

  Mike and Sue Baker, Ran and Ann Bucey, Ed Lutz, Lee Piersol, JoAnn Pope, Shirley Russell  

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson 

THE HUDSON GRANDE: Vicki and Bill Butler, Doris Hill, Barry and Mary Lynn Reynolds 

MAPLEWOOD OF CUYAHOGA FALLS: John Blassingame 

MAPLEWOOD OF TWINSBURG: Barbara Venesy 

DANBURY OF TALLMADGE: Marty Crichton 

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

CLERGY 

The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor  
  

PROGRAM STAFF 

Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Jen Barden, Coordinator of Young Families 

Children’s Center and Education 

Callie Baylor, Director of Youth Ministries 

Amy Baldwin, Youth Ministries Assistant 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 

Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Sue Wimer, Director of First Serve and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of Stewardship and Communication 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Adjunct Minister 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Janet Ross, Mission for Haiti/Amistad Chapel 

  

One of the younger pastors of our Church in the 1800s was the Rev. Theodore Yale 

Gardner, an 1865 graduate of Western Reserve College and an 1868 graduate from 

Union Theological Seminary. He was our pastor from 1876 to 1885. He held a Sun-

day morning prayer meeting in the Lecture Room behind the Sanctuary for fifteen 

minutes before each of the two worship services. A special blessing for the upcom-

ing service was part of the prayers. A new organ was purchased during his tenure. 

          Frank Manak, Church Historian 
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First Congregational Church of Hudson 
47 Aurora St. • Hudson • OH • 44236 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Requested in Home Delivery  Dec. 21-24 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 27, 2019 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

We will conduct a Congregational Meeting immediately following the  

second service at 11:30 am on Sunday, January 27, 2019. 


